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To: Members, PLA 
Re: Revisions, PLA Constitution and By-Laws 


Your Ccenstituticn Committee proposes several changes and revisions 
in the Constitution and By-Laws as amended October 17, 1953. 

The first change is to drop the word “Constitution” from the docu- 
ment. This is recommended by Robert’s from which I quote: 

“67. Constitutions, By-Laws, Rules of Order, and Standing 

Rules. The rules of a society may be divided into Constitutions, 

By-laws, Rules of Order, and Standing Rules, although in some 

societies all rules are {curd urder one cf these heads. If there are 

both constitution and by-laws, amendment of the constitution is 
made more difficult than amendment of the by-laws. The dis- 
tinction is now rarely made. There are decided advantages in 
combining constitution and by-laws and placing under each topic 

all that relates to that subject. When so combined they are called 

by-laws.” 

The proposed changes and revisions have the approval of your Execu- 
tive Board. It is now up to you to study them and come to the meeting 
in Reading with questions and suggestions. I would be pleased to give you 
benefit cf the committee’s thinking if there are questions which you would 
like to ask in advance. 

In such sections as the changes are relatively minor, the present word- 
ing cf the Constitution, as amended, October 17, 1953, is reproduced 
with the words, phrases or sentences that are to ke deleted in parentheses. 
New additions cr sukstitutions of wording are italicized. In cases where 
the cherges are major the cld werding is not included and the proposal is 
marked “revised” or “new” as the case may be. 

Adaline Bernstein 

Agnes Krarup 

Ruth Wilhelm 

K. H. Fagerhaugh, Chairman 
PLA Constitution Committee 


PROPOSED CHANGES IN THE PLA CONSTITUTION 
By-Laws 
Article I—Name 
Proposal 1 
The name of this organization shall be (called) the Pennsylvania 
Library Association. 
Article II—Object 
Proposal 2. 
The (Its) object cf this Association shall be to advance the interests 
of (the) libraries and librarianship (of) in Pennsylvania. 
Article [[I—Members 
Proposal 3. 
Section 1 Active Members. 
Any person, (Any) library, historical association or similar organiza- 
tion, interested in (library work) the object of the Association may be- 
come an Active Member upon (on) the payment of (the) annual dues. 
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Section 2. Students Members. (New) shi 

-) Students who are majoring in Library Science in Pennsylvania col- at 
HS leges may become members of the Asscciation without dues during the 

calendar year in which they will receive their degree, but without the Pr 


privilege of voting and holding office. 
Proposal 5. 


Section 3. Honorary Members. (New) cle 
Honorary members shall be individuals whom the Association desires th 
to honor. Nominations may be proposed to the membership by the Execu- Li 
tive Board at any Annual Meeting of the Asssociation. Election to Hon- sh 
orary membership shall be by two-thirds majority vote of those present all 
and voting. Honorary member shall enjcy all rights and privileges of E> 
Active members except those of voting and holding office. su 
Article [V—Officers (and Committees) - 
Proposal 6. Pr 
Note: The old Article IV included committees, Executive Board, 
and officers. This revision will group the three different parts in 
Articles IV, V, VI, and VII. ti 
Section 1. ..Enumeration. th 
The officers of the Association shall be a president, a vice-president h 
who shall be president-elect, a secretary, and a treasurer, all of whom shall b 
be elected (by ballot at the annual meeting) for a term of one year. 
Proposal 7. P 


Section 2. President. (This was Section 5) 

The President (of the Association shall be chairman of the Executive 
Board, and a majority of the Executive Board shall constitute a quorum). li 
is the chief executive officer of the Association. He shall preside at all 
business meetings of the Association and of its Executive Board, shall 


. F 
appoint all committees not otherwise provided for in the by-laws, and shall 
serve as an ex-officio member of all committees except the Nominating 
Committee but shall not have the right to vote. He shall authorize the ; 


payment of all bills, and shall together with the Secretary, sign all contracts 
and other legal documents, when authorized by the Executive Board to 
do so. ] 
Proposal 8. 

Section 3. Vice-President. (New) 

The Vice-President shall be President-elect, and shall be in charge of 
the program of the annual meeting. The Vice-President, in the absence : 
or incapacity of the President, shall perform the duties of the President. 
Proposal 9. 

Section 4. Secretary. (New) 

The Secretary shall keep a record of all meetings of the Association 
and of the Executive Board and shall, with the President, sign all con- 
tracts and other legal documents, and shall perform such other duties as 
the Executive Board may direct. 

Proposal 10. 

Section 5. Treasurer. (New) 

The Treasurer shall receive and record all funds, pay bills that have 
been approved by the President, and make financial reports at meetings 
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of the Executive Beard and annually to the membership. The Treasurer 
shall assume office on January 1 of the year following the annual meeting 
at which he is elected. 

Article V—Executive Board 
Proposal 11. 

Section 1. Composition. 

The Executive Board shall be composed of the officers of the Asso- 
ciation, the immediate Past President, the Chairman of each Section of 
the Association and representative of the Association on the American 
Library Association Council. Ex-officio members of the Executive Board 
shall be the Bulletin Editor, the Chapter Chairmen, and the Chairmen of 
all committees. They shall be privileged to attend all meetings of the 
Executive Board and shall have the right to speak on any question and to 
suggest motions for the Executive Board’s consideratisn but not the right 
to vote. 


Proposal 12. 

Section 2. Authority. 

The Executive Board shall formulate policies subject to the authoriza- 
tion of the membership and shall execute those policies acting always as 
the elected representatives of the membership. The Executive Board shall 
have the authority to transact business and to act for the membership 
between meetings of the Association. 

Note: This is an expansion of old Article IV, Section 4. 


Proposal 13. 

Section 3. Reports. (New) 

A summary of the actions taken by the Executive Board shall be pub- 
lished in the Pennsylvania Library Assocation Bulletin. 


Article Vi—American Library Association Councilors 
Proposal 14. 
Section 1. Number and terms. 
The number and terms of the American Library Association Coun- 
cilors are prescribed in the By-Laws of the American Library Association. 
Note: The wording is the same; this was old Article IV, Section 7a. 


Proposal 15. 

Section 2. Election. 

The American Library Association Councilors shall be elected at the 
annual meeting of the Association under the rules governing the election 
of officers. 

Note: This is the same wording as the old Article IV, Section 7b. 


Proposal 16. 

Section 3. Duties. 

The American Library Association Councilors are elected as repre- 
sentatives from the Pennsylvania Library Association to the American 
Library Association. if for any reason a Councilor is (a representative of 
the Association on the Council of the American Library Association be) 
unable to attend a conference at which the Council will meet, he shall 
notify the President to that effect as soon as possible. The President shall 
then, and prior to the first meeting of the Council, appoint a substitute. 

Note: This was old Article IV, Section 7c. 
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Proposal 17. 

Section 4. Proxy. 

Any Councilor who shall be absent during a meeting or part of a 
meeting of the Council of the American Library Association may give his 
proxy to ancther Councilor elected by the Pennsylvania Library Associa- 
tion or if none is present to another Councilor. The same shall apply if 
no substitute delegate has been appointed. 

Article VII—Sections (Revised) 
Proposal 18. 

Section 1. Formation. 

Groups of 20 or more members representing fields of special interests 
may form Sections of the Association with the approval of the Executive 
Board. Such Sections shall elect their own officers and arrange for and 
conduct their own meetings in conjunction with the regular meetings of 
the Association. They shall undertake such special work as they deem 
advisable to advance their special interests. 

Proposal 19. 

Section 2. Dissolution. 

The Executive Board may recommend the discontinuance of a Section 
when, in its opinion, the usefulness of that Section has ceased. The Board 
shall submit such recommendation to the next annual meeting of the 
Asseciation, and, if the recommendation shall be adopted by a majority 
vote of the members, such Section shall thereupon be dissolved. 

Proposal 20. 

Section 3. Member Affiliation. (Same as old Section 2) 

Members of the Association are eligible to membership in such sec- 
tions of the Association as they may choose and shall be entitled to vote 
in such sections except insofar as the section may limit such membership. 

Note: In the old constitution Sections didn’t need Board authori- 
zation to form but needed Board approval to carry out their pro- 
gram. Further, there was no method outlined for dissolving a 
Section. 
Article VI[I—Committees 
Proposal 21. 

Section 1. Standing. 

Standing Committees shall be appointed (by the President: Auditing, 
Membership, Nominating, and Resolutions. Other committees may be 
appointed by the President as required.) to consider matters of the Asso- 
ciation which require some continuity of attention. All Standing Com- 
mittees are appointed by the President except the Nominating Committee. 
Proposal bee 

Section 2. Special. (New) 

The President may appoint other committees to perform such duties 
as the Board may assign. 

Proposal 23. 

Section 3. Nominating Committee. (New) 

A Nominating Committee of five members no one of whom shall be a 
member of the Executive Board shall be appointed by the President-elect 
from names which shall be suggested to him by members of the Executive 
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Board at the spring meeting of the Board. The composition of the Nomi- 
nating Committee shall be announced at the annual meeting. 


Article IX—Chapters 
Proposal 24. 

Section 1. Purpose. (New) 

The purpose of a chapter is to promote library service and librarian- 
ship within its geographic area and to co-operate in the promotion of 
general and jcint enterprises with the Pennsylvania Library Association 
and other library groups. 

Proposal 25. 

Section 2. Formation. 

District library associations (and other organized groups) in Pennsyl- 
vania may beceme Chapters of the Pennsylvania Library Association by 
vote cf the Executive Board following a written request signed by an 
officer cf the district (or other) association, reporting a majority vote of 
those present at a regular meeting in favor of Chapter status and carrying 
assurance that no fewer (not less) than twenty of the group members are 
also members of the Pennsylvania Library Asseciation. 


Proposal 26. 
(Section 2.) 
Note: This section called for the payment of dues of $3.00 from 
those Chapters that have some members that are not members of 
the Pennsylvania Library Association. 


Proposal 27. 
Section 3. A Chapter shall be in good standing as long as it wishes 
and as long as it continues to fulfill its Chapter obligations. ) 


Proposal 28. 

(Section 3. The chairman or president of each Chapter shall be 
ex-officio a member of the Executive Board of the Asseciation with the 
right to attend and take part in all the deliberations of the Board but 
without vote.) 

Proposal 29. 

Section 3. Dissolution. (New) 

A Chapter shall be dissolved by the Executive Board if it becomes 
inactive or fails to comply with the provisions of this article. 

Article X—Meetings 
Proposal 30. 

Section 1. Annual. 

(There shall be an) The annual meeting of the Asscciation shall be 
held at such time and place as (the Executive Board shall appoint) may 
be determined by the Executive Board. 

Proposal 31. 

Section 2. Special. (Revised) 

Special meetings of the Association may be called by the Executive 
Board and shall be called by the President on request of 50 Active Mem- 
bers of the Association. At least one month’s notice shall be given for al] 
special meetings and only such business as is specified in the call sinall be 
transacted. Expenses of such special meetings as are celled on request 
of members shall be defrayed by those attending. 
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Proposal 32. 

Section 3. Quorum. (New) 

Fifty members shall constitute a quorum at all regular and special 
business meetings of the Association, except that thirty members shall 
constitute a quorum at business meetings held during regional conferences 
with other states. A majority of members of the Executive Board or of 
any committee shall constitute a quorum. 


Article XI—Finances 
Proposal 33. 

Section 1. Amount of Dues. (Revised) 

Dues shall be assessed on a graduated scale in an amount to be deter- 
by the Executive Board, subject to the ratification by a two-thirds vote of 
the members present and voting at any annual meeting of the Association; 
provided, further, that written or printed notice of the proposed change 
shall be given to all voting members at least two months in advance of the 
meeting at which such action is to be considered. 

Proposal 34. 

Section 2. Delinquent Dues. 

Members whose dues are unpaid on June 1 of each year and who 
shall continue such delinquency for one month after notice of the same 
has been sent shall be dropped from membership. Lapsed members shall 


be reinstated upon payment of dues for the current year. 
Note: This was old Article VI, Section 3. 
Proposal 35. 
Section 3. Dues of New Members. 
Dues of new members received by the Treasurer on or after October 1 
shall be credited to the ensuing fiscal year. (beginning January 1.) 
Note: This was old Article VI, Section 4. 
Proposal 36. 
Section 4. Fiscal Yeur. 
The fiscal year ot the Association shall be the same as the calendar 
year. 


Note: This was old Article VI, Section 2. 


Article XII—Nominations and Elections .... 
Proposal 37. 

Section 1. Nominations. 

The report of the Nominating Committee shall be published in the 
Spring issue of the Pennsylvania Library Association Bulletin. Further 
nominations may be made by a petition signed by ten active members of 
the Association which must be sent to the President together with the 
written consent of the nominee at least two months prior to the business 
meeting at which elections will be held. 

Proposal 38. 

Section 2. Elections. 

Elections shall be held at the annual meeting of the Association. If 
there is no annual meeting, elections shall be by mail ballot. 

Note: Article XII was included by inference in Article IV, Sec- 
tion 1. 
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Article XII]—Vacancies 
Proposal 39. 

The Executive Board shall have the power to fill all vacancies in 
office pro-tempore. The persons so appointed by the Executive Board shall 
serve only until the next annual meeting of the Association, except that 
in the case the office of President becomes vacant the President-elect 
shall become President and shall serve until the end of his elected term 
as President. 

Article X1V—Amendments 
Proposal 40. 

Amendments to these By-Laws may be proposed by a committee on 
by-Laws with the approval of the Executive Board. These shall become 
law if adopted by a two-thirds vote at an annual meeting provided that 
notice of the proposed change shall have been given to the membership 
at least two months prior to the annual meeting. 

Note: This is different than the old in that the vote is changed 
from three-fourths to two-thirds and notification to the member- 
ship is changed from “in the call to meeting” to “at least two 
months.” 
Article X V—Authority 
Proposal 41. 

Rules. ‘“Robert’s Rules of Order,” latest edition, shall govern all 
deliberations of the Association, Executive Board and Committees, when 
not inconsistent with the Association’s By-Laws. 
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Reading in October 


Start making plans NOW to at- 
tend the annual PLA conference at 
the Abraham Lincoln Hotel in 
Reading, Pa., October 20, 21 and 22. 

The Local Arrangements Com- 
mittee, headed by Josephine Raep- 
pel, Librarian of Albright College, 
is going all-out to make your visit 
a pleasant one to this convention 
city, famous, according to its Cham- 
ber of Commerce, for its hospitality, 
sports, amusements, theatres, fairs, 
singing organizations and churches, 
and where “the real values of life 
are abundant—there is so much to 
see and do in metropolitan Read- 
ing.” 

A square-dance “ice breaker” will 
ake place after the first general 
session Thursday evening. Dick 
Brown is checking on arrangements 
for tours along Reading’s colorful 
Skyline Drive, and there is a good 
ibility for a surprise treat for 
the ladies after the banquet Friday 
evening. 

All that is, of course, by way of 
creating a pleasant setting for the 
serious work of the conference. The 
program, partially completed as of 
this writing, includes a banquet ad- 

‘ss by Virgilia Peterson on “Books 
in Presle,’ an address by the new 
Superinten rdent of Public Instruc- 
tion (the Governor has promised it, 
and we hope he’s appointed by 
then!), an important business meet- 
ing of the membership, and meet- 
ings by the various Section of PLA 
as well as of the PSEA Library 
Round Table, Special Librarians of 
Pennsylvania, Friends of the Library, 
and Trustees. 

The Children’s, Young People’s 
and Schcol Librarians’ Section has 
iy announced speakers for 
their lunchecn Saturday noon in 
the hotel ballroom; they are none 
other than Carl Carmer and Mar- 
garet McElderry, Children’s Book 
Editor of Harcourt Brace. 











alreaay 


Dr. Gilmore Warner is again ar- 
ranging for film showings and for a 
Film Preview, a feature that was 
very well received at Buck Hill 
Falls. 

Something new is being added 
this year in the form of an open, 
Pre-conference meeting of the Li- 
brary Development Committee 
headed by Emerson Greenaway, Di- 
rector of the Philadelphia Free Li- 
brary. This meeting will give every- 
one a chance te get up-to-date on 
the significant work being done by 
this committee, a committee to 
which every Pennsylvania librarian 
can rightfully feel he is a participat- 
ing member-at-large. 

Hotel rates at the Abraham Lin- 
coln range from $5.00 to $6.50 for a 
single room, $7.00 to $9.00 for a 
double-bed room, and $8.00 to 
$10.00 for a twin-bed room. 

A flyer, with reservation form, 
will be mailed to PLA members, in 
the meantime, set aside October 20- 
22 for a great conference in Reading. 
TENTATIVE CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
hewresy October 20: 


9:30 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.  Registra- 
tion. 

10:00 A.M. Executive Committee 
Meeting. 

2:00 P.M. Public Library Section 
Meeting. 

8:00 P.M.-9:30 P.M. General Ses- 
sion. 


10:00 P.M.-11:30 P.M. 
lieu of reception). 

Friday, October 21: 

8:30-2 County Library Section 
Breakfast Meeting. 

8:30-? AM. Friends of the Library 
Committee Meeting. 

16:00 A.M.-12:00 Noon 
Business Session. 

2:00 P.M.-4:00 P.M. Special Li- 
braries Association Meeting. 

2:00 P.M.-4:00 P.M. College and 


Reference Section Meeting. 


Dance (In 
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6:30 (or 7:00?) P.M. Conference 
Banquet. 

Saturday, October 22: 

9:30-12:00 A.M. Breakfast meet- 
ing followed by business meeting 
of the College and Reference 
Section. 

10:00 A.M. Library Round Table, 
PSEA. (Possibility of a break- 
fast meeting for this group if 
facilities are adequate.) 

12:30 P.M. Luncheon of Chil- 
dren’s, Young People’s and 
School Librarians’ Section. 

1:00 P.M. Luncheon meeting of 
the Trustees Section. 

4:00 P.M. (or earlier) Meeting of 


Executive Committee. 


A Double Treat for Children's, 
Young People's, and School 
Librarians at the Fall Meeting 

Due to the generosity of Book 
Editors, those good friends of librar- 
ians, there will be two excellent 
speakers at the C. Y. P. and S. Li- 
brarian’s Luncheon Meeting — Mr. 
Carl Carmer and Miss Margaret K. 
McElderry. Miss Elizabeth Morton, 
Children’s Editor for the John C. 
Winston Company, was instrumen- 
tal in persuading Mr. Carmer to take 
time off to come to Reading, in spite 
of his crammed-packed schedule. 
Since the publication of his best- 
selling novel STARS FELL ON 
ALABAMA in 1954, Mr. Carmer 
has devoted most of his time to 
writing; but in addition is editor of 
the RIVERS OF AMERICA series, 
consultant editor of the WINSTON 
ADVENTURE BOOKS, has col- 
lected many volumes of records of 
folk music, has his own radio pro- 
gram of folklore entitled “Your 
Neck o’ the Woods,” not to men- 
tion his hobby of collecting Ameri- 
cana, especially wocden eagles of 
the Federalist Period. One of his 
seven children’s books, WIND- 
FALL FIDDLE, won the N. Y. 
Herald Tribune Spring Book Festi- 
val award in 1950, and his latest 


book, REBELLION AT QUAKER 
HILL is an exciting adventure of 
the first rent war, a pre-Revolution- 
ary fight for justice by a group of 
New York farmers. As an author- 
ity on folklore and history, Mr. Car- 
mer is well-qualified to speak on 
“Interpreting America to Young 
People.” 

Miss Margaret K. McElderry, Edi- 
tor of Children’s Books at Harcourt, 
Brace and Company, will covet 
some of the points that go into the 
making of 2 bock in a talk “Behind 
the Scenes with a Children’s Edi- 
tor.” After graduating from Mt. 
Holyoke College, Miss McElderry 
received a B.S. degree in Library 
Science from Carnegie Library 
School, where she specialized in 
Children’s Work. 

In July, 1934, she joined the New 
York Public Library as a Children’s 
Librarian and was a member of the 
staff until December, 1943. 

Perhaps it is this early speciliza- 
tion which was responsible for Har- 
court. Brace books winning both 
Newberry and Caldecott awards in 
1952 —the Newberry to GINGER 
PYE by Eleanor Estes and the Cal- 
decott to FINDERS KEEPERS, with 
illustrations by Nicolas Mordvinoff. 

In addition tc her experience as 
a children’s librarian, Miss McEl- 
derry joined the Office of War In- 
formation Overseas Branch and was 
stationed in London. There she set 
up the Library for the Psychol-gical 
Warfare Division News Service and 
for the American Broadcasting Sta- 
tion in Europe. In May, 1945, she 
went to Brussels as Chief of Cul- 
tural Relations in the United States 
Information Service there. She re- 
turned to the United States in Oc- 
tober, 1945, to resign from the OWI 
and become Editor of Children’s 
Books at Harcourt, Brace and Com- 
pany. 

We are fortunate to have a speaker 
with such wide and varied experi- 
ence. 
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Library Development in Pennsylvania 


May 20th and 21st, 1955, will no doubt 
go down in the history of Pennsylvania 
libraries as important, if not decisive dates. 
For on these two days a group of repre- 
sentative librarians from the state met at 
Pennsylvania State University for an inten- 
sive workshop on the question of “More 
Vital Libraries in the Life of the State.” 


A positive program resulted; individuals . 


were stimulated to plan and think in terms 
of a possible state-wide improvement pro- 
gram; librarians and trustees prodded each 
other honestly and realistically, and per- 
haps most important of all, those attend- 
ing were confronted with an organized 
“expose” of the critical state of library 
service in Pennsylvania. 

Positive results at the close of the Satur- 
day session included the following resolu- 
tions and programs: (1) President Stoffel 
and Emerson Greenaway, with other mem- 
bers of the Library Development Commit- 
tees will meet with the new Superintend- 
ent of Public Instruction as soon as that 
appointment is made, to continue the con- 
tact established by the LDC offering co- 
operation and assistance in raising the level 
of State Library service. (2) The follow- 
ing resolution regarding the Library Serv- 
ices Bill was forwarded to the Congres- 
sional Committee: “The library trustees 
and librarians representing the nine chap- 
ters of the Pennsylvania Library Associa- 
tion, Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, meeting 
at Pennsylvania State University on May 
20th and 21st, unanimously endorse the 
Library Services Bill and urge that it be 
favorably acted upon in Committee and 
presented to the Congress.” (3) A sub- 
committee of the LDC will restudy the 
original plan for use of federal funds to 
plan and prepare necessary legislation if 
and when these funds become available as 
a result of the Library Services Bill. (4) 
The Library Development Committee will 
study the present district organization of 
PLA with a view to possible reorganization. 
(5) A committee is to be appointed, in- 
cluding the Acting State Librarian and a 
special librarian, which will study the 
structure and services of the State Library. 
(6) Dr. John H. Ferguson, Head, Depart- 
ment of Political Science, and Director, 
Social Research Center, Pennsylvania State 
University, who was a keynote speaker of 
the workshop, will be asked to do a more 
extensive study of the problems of library 
service in the state, considering particu- 
larly the purposes and functions of the 
public library, with a view to devoting the 
Pittsburgh Conference to such a discussion. 
(7) The LDC will be enlarged with repre- 


sentatives chosen from. special library 
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groups. (8) A resolution was passed re- 
questing librarians and trustees to urge 
county commissioners to increase appro- 
priations in order to take full advantage of 
present state aid. (9) Probably most im- 
portant of all in terms of membership ac- 
tivity and positive steps for improving 
library service, was the plan for an im- 
mediate follow-up of the workshop. An 
important resolution upon which the future 
plans will be based was adopted: “That it 
is the sense of this meeting that public 
library service in Pennsylvania can be 
made adequate only through larger units 
of administration and that the activities 
of the Planning and Library Development 
Committees of the PLA be directed to- 
ward the development of such units.” 

The above mentioned program calls for 
a series of workshops or conferences in 
each district. Delegates to State College 
agreed to work with district officers in 
planning these further steps. Trustees will 
be brought into active participation with 
the aim of providing their group in PLA 
with a positive program. Special charts 
and maps prepared for the workshop will 
be reproduced for use at district meetings. 

District group leaders, and those par- 
ticipating in the regional workshop pro- 
grams will meet with the members of the 
State University Workshop group and the 
Executive Board of PLA, Wednesday eve- 
ning, October 19, 1955, prior to the an- 
nual conference at Reading. Their objec- 
tive will be to evaluate the progress made 
and plan further action. 

Dr. John H. Ferguson keynoted the 
workshop by stressing a number of im- 
portant questions regarding the library 
situation in Pennsylvania. Libraries, like 
other institutions, reflect the climate in 
which they live. Therefore, how can we 
explain the low status of the public library 
in our state. There must be deep-seated 
and underlying causes. Perhaps we have 
tailed to nourish the springs upon which 
the early libraries flourished. The reasons 
are important and we must discover them; 
for the library is much more than a stor- 
age bin or granary of books. 

In developing his thesis he stated that 
no other institution is in a better position 
than the library to make such significant 
contributions to our way of life; a civiliza- 
tion which is changing so rapidly. It is 
partially the responsibility of libraries to 
inquire into the question of which areas 
of knowledge should receive attention, and 
how we can contribute to a rounding out 
of knowledge for the future. 

Dr. Ferguson commented on a number 
of special needs which scholars find lack- 








ing in our present libraries. Archeology 
and anthropology are being restudied and 
no satisfactory collections have been lo- 
cated. Local history has not received the 
attention it merits in Pennsylvania and 
much of our rich heritage is in danger of 
being lost. The field of architecture is also 
significant and our state has made contri 
butions which are neglected. Specific prob- 
lems confronting scholars are the lack of 
knowledge of trade unions, although Penn- 
sylvania witnessed their birth; there are 
not adequate studies of important person- 
alities in our state; little has been done in 
the field of agriculture and agricultural 
associations; and we know very little about 
our state’s rich industrial past. 

With this discussion Dr. Ferguson stimu- 
lated the thinking of the group along the 
practical path we must go in developing 
our positive program. 

Because of Congressional hearings Julia 
D. Bennett, Director, ALA Washington 
Office, was unable to attend the workshop. 
In the letter regretting her absence Miss 
Bennett said: “How fortunate you are to 
take part in this workshop where the 
future planning for Pennsylvania libraries 
will be discussed. Plan big plans for the 
future. Plan immediately for the use of 
Federal funds under the Library Services 
Bill. Its passage will not mean a complete 
solution of all our problems, but it will do 
much to help Pennsylvania and other states 
reach their goal of ‘good library service’ 
for all their citizens much sooner than 
otherwise would be possible.” 

One of the guest speakers and consult- 
ants for the workshop was Hannah Severns, 
of the Library Development Committee of 
the New Jersey Library Association. Miss 
Severns presented the program and _ prog- 
ress of the NJLA, which resulted from just 
such an undertaking as this workshop is 
initiating in Pennsylvania. 


Their first step was a recognition of the 
limitations of the state and the thorough 
understanding of the inadequacies of their 
libraries. The next step was organized 
planning for the future, thinking in terms 
of long range activities, with vision and 
courage for the larger objectives. The final 
plan resulted from the study and triai of 
various proposals. Lack of any clearcut 
patterns made experimentation necessary 
and it was not always possible to proceed 
in a direct line; there were times when it 
was necessary to back track before further 
progress could be made. But with a firm 
grasp on ultimate goals, and co-operation 
within the state, they have come a long 
way toward their ultimate aims and are 
confident of steady development. 

Emerson Greenaway, chairman of the 
PLA Library Development Committee, out- 
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lined the thinking of the committee which 
had led to this workshop and explained 
the two-day program. He read the follow- 
ing telegram from President Stoffel: “Am 
confident that the Workshop represents 
the beginning of a concerted movement to 
lift Pennsylvania libraries to a level of 
service that any citizen of a state of our 
wealth and importance may rightfully ex- 
pect. Regret I am unable to be with you. 
Best wishes for a productive Workshop.” 

Mr. Greenaway then introduced Miss 
Ethel M. Fair, presently of Harrisburg, who 
has been serving as a special consultant to 
the Committee. 

Miss Fair had spent many hours in study- 
ing the background material for the work- 
shop and masterfully presented the bleak 
picture of present-day library service in 
Pennsylvania. With the aid of charts 
which she had drawn up, Miss Fair made 
the group acutely aware of the situation. 
A number of the charts will be reproduced 
for use at local workshops. These may be 
had, on request from Ralph Munn. 

She very effectively pointed out that we 
have poor standards of service, poor finan- 
ces, and completely inadequate staffs. 
There is much to build cn but we must 
face these problems and plan definitely to 
meet them. Her extensive groundwork for 
the meeting, and the resulting information 
indicate that there is no need for further 
surveys or statistical compilations at this 
time. 

Following this forceful and stimulating 
presentation the workshop broke up into 
groups for several sessions of discussion. 
Points which were raised and suggestions 
made by the reports of the groups led to 
the program outlined at the beginning of 
this summary. It was pointed out that 
there is a definite lack of continued leader- 
ship all along the line, and that at the 
state level this leadership is equally as im- 
portant as financial aid. On the local level 
this falls on the trustees and the local li- 
brarians. It was pointed out that we are 
by no means taking full advantage of the 
state aid currently available, and have no 
plans for taking advantage of the Federal 
Library Service Bill if it should pass. 

Trustees have not been educated by li- 
brarians nor have they been given a pro- 
gram of action. We have not taken full ad- 
vantage of the organized interest-groups in 
the state who could and would be helpful. 
Poor library service as it so often exists, 
damns all library service. Three points 
seemed to lie at the heart of the problem 
and were mentioned repeatedly: (1) We 
librarians have been poor leaders and in- 
effective planners; (2) Our trustees have 
not been kept informed by us and have 
been ineffective if not disinterested; (3) 
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And our state agencies are wholly inade- 
quate. 


The workshop was effectively planned 
and carried out by the Library Develop- 
ment Committee, and those attending felt 
real hope that we were now actually on 
the road to beter library development in 
Pennsylvania. There was a sense of ac- 
complishment and honest awareness of our 
problems with a determination to solve 
them. Mr. Ralph McComb, librarian at 
the Pennsylvania State University, secured 
excellent accommodations on the campus 
and the group was able to work on the 
serious problems confronting them in very 
pleasant surroundings. The weather was 
perfect, and it was a real privilege on all 
counts to have participated in this meeting 
and to be able to present this overall sum- 
mary to the membership. A list of those 
invited to the Workshop, at the request 
of the LDC, follows: 


1. South Central District 
Ernest Doerschuk, Librarian, Public Li- 
brary, Lancaster 
Carolyn M. Smith, Children’s Librar- 
ian, Public Library, Hanover 
Mrs. William Shand, Trustee, Public 
Library, Lancaster 


~ 


. Philadelphia District 
Elva M. Smith, Librarian, Public Li- 
brary, Lansdale 
Irene Sayre, Librarian, Community 
Library, Glenside 
Mrs. Herbert Metz, 
Library, Lansdale 


EB. 


Librarian, Public 


3. Lehigh Valley District 
Mrs. May V. K. Valencik, Librarian, 
Free Library, Allentown 
Richard Brown, Librarian, Public Li- 
brary, Reading 
Mrs. Joseph Ide, Trustee, Public Li- 
brary, Easton 
4. North East District 
Grace W. Estes, Librarian, Osterhout 
Free Library, Wilkes-Barre 
Mary I. Barrett, Librarian, King’s Col- 
lege, Wilkes-Barre 
Helen Rockwell, Trustee, Bradford 
County 
5. North West District 
Georgia Spinney, Librarian, Public Li- 
brary, Warren 
Helen Rilling, Librarian, Public Li- 
brary, Erie 
Mr. George Walker, Trustee, Warren 
6. Juniata District 
Carl Hull, Librarian, Public Library, 
Johnstown 
Mrs. Katherine Kiernan, Librarian, 


Public Library, Somerset 
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7. West Branch District 
Gilmore Warner, Librarian, 
Teachers College, Lock Haven 
Isabel Welch, Librarian, A. H. Ross 
Library, Lock Haven 
John Beck, Sup. of Schools, Clinton 
Co., Lock Haven 


8. South West District 
Nicholas Winowich, Librarian, Free Li- 
brary, McKeesport 
Mrs. Mary L. Groff, Librarian, Public 
Library, Clairton 
Rev. John E. Myers, Trustee, Public 
Library, Clairton 


State 


9. Four County District 
Alice M. Sterling, Librarian, Free Pub- 
lic Library, New Castle 
Mrs. Phyllis Charles-Court, Librarian, 
Public Library, Ellwood City 
Mrs. Ray Robinson, Trustee, Free Pub- 
lic Library, New Castle 


1C. Pittsburgh 
Ralph Munn, Director, Carnegie Li- 
brary, Pittsburgh 
Mrs. John C. Daub, Librarian, Public 
Library, Mt. Lebanon 
Mrs. Harvey W. Woeckner, Trustee, 
Public Library, Mt. Lebanon 


11. Philadelphia 

Helen D. Hutchinson, Deputy Direc- 
tor, Free Library of Philadelphia 

Margaret C. Brown, Chief of Process- 
ing Services, Free Library of Phila- 
delphia 

Mr. Abe Belsky, Trustee, Free Library 
of Philadelphia 


MEMBERS 

Mr. Pyle, Adult Education Consultant 

Ernest Doerschuk, President-Elect, PLA 

Ethel M. Fair, Consultant to Library De- 
velopment Committee 

Emerson Greenaway, Chairman, 
Development Committee 


Daniel Healey, Member, Library Develop- 
ment Committee 


CONSULTANTS AND COMMITTEE 


Library 


Lucile Jackson, Special Library Consultant 

Virginia Krick, School Library Consultant 

Ralph W. McComb, College Library Con- 
sultant 

Ralph Munn, General Consultant 

Donald A. Riechmann, Editor, PLA Bul- 
letin 

Hannah Severns, New Jersey Library Asso- 
ciation 

Katharine B. Shorey, Member, Library De- 
velopment Committee 

Nellie B. Stevens, Acting State Librarian 

Lester L. Stoffel, President PLA 

The Editor 








Pennsylvania Library Service Profile 


Some 350 libraries in Pennsylvania 

Two in cities of over 200,000—Pittsburgh 
and Philadelphia. 

Four in cities of 100,000 to 200,000 popu- 
lation — Allentown, Erie, Reading, 
Scranton. 

149 or 47% of the libraries of the State 
are in places of less than 5,000 popu- 
lation. This is in contrast with the 
57.6% in the United States as a whole, 
thus marking Pennsylvania as a rela- 
tively “urban” state. 


Pennsylvania stands second among the 
states in total “assets’* but it ranks 
34th among the states in size of book- 
stock per capita. (See following list- 
ing by rank.) 

Pennsylvania is a rich state but it stands 
32nd among the states in its per capita 
expenditures for libraries. (See fol- 
lowing listing by rank.) 

One of the largest libraries could add 
only 5,7CO volumes to its bookstock in 
a year for over 100,000 population. 


The Standing of Pennsylvania 


Per Capita Bookstock 


Volumes 


Vermont ......... 
New Hampshire 
eS eee eee 

NA EES ast ees ec ne A aR: 
South Dakota ..... 

Rhe de Island i 
lowa aa 
Nebraska 
Connecticut 
Indiana ..... 
Wyoming 
Montana 
Wisconsin 
Kansas 

Idaho 

Nevada 
Minnesota .. ~ 
North Dakota . 
Oregon 
Ohio 

Utah 
Arizona 

New Jersey 
California 
Washington 
New York 
New Mexico 
Mississippi 
Michigan 
Delaware 
Illinois 
Oklahoma 
Florida 


Pennsylvania 
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Half of the libraries in places of less than 
5,000 population spent less than $825 
for total salaries and operation in a 
year, and added no more than 270 
volumes to the shelves in a year. 

Half of the libraries in boroughs of under 
1,000 population existed on less than 
$550 for the year. 

The highest expenditure of any of the li- 
braries in cities of 100,000-200,000 
population in the State made this city 
rank 10th from the bottom in the list 
of libraries of this size in the United 
States. 

38% of Pennsylvania’s libraries are open 
to the public 4 hours a day or less. 
Only 1/5 of the libraries are open 
“full time” (10 to 12 hours a day). 

Many libraries in cities of less than 25,000 
population do not have fully qualified 
(professionally trained) librarians in 
charge. 


*From Pennsylvania Association for Adult Educa- 
tion. Where does public education stand in Penn- 
sylvania. Harrisburg, 1955. 


Libraries Among the States* 


Per Capita Expenditures 
Massachusetts 
SES I ee eae nae 
Minnesota 
Washington 
2 a el seer 
Wisconsin 
Connecticut 
AECMRNNA 0... 
jaf | a eee 
Michigan 
TOW. asciicc:. 
MOMENI. Rcsiis es cevcuciocu 
New Hampshire 
Rhode Island 
PAIS. cccccsccsncne 
New Jersey ........... : ‘ 
SRE UNMNOUR ccc les ce tn kd! 1.C0 
TPAD as cecdasosSocsciccsce 
Maine ........... 

Mississippi 
Maryland 
Montana . 
Colorado 
Utah 
RMN «Siete th eet eet 
Vermont .... 
Kansas ......... 
Nebraska 
Delaware 
North Dakota . 
go) eT .69 
Pennsylvania 















*Figures from U. S. Office of Education. Bulletin 
1953, No 9 
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Library Services Bill Reported Favorably! 


Recently the Library Services Bill was 
favorably reported by the House Education 
and Labor Committee by a vote of 20 to 9. 
This is indeed a red letter day for our 
legislation. 

With the adjournment of the First Ses- 
sion of the 84th Congress it is felt that 
the Floor vote should be held over until 
January. Since there is really only one 
way to get to the Fleor for a vote now 
and it is under Suspension of the Rules, 
it has been decided that it would be 
unwise to push for that vote at this time. 
Suspension of the Rules means that the 
bill would have to receive a two-thirds 
majority vote on the House Floor. Usu- 
ally bills brought to the Floor under Sus- 
pension of the Rules are controversial or 
of a very high degree of urgency. 

By waiting until January when the Sec- 
ond Session of this Congress begins, we 
can work with each Member of Congress 
during the adjournment period when the 
Members are at home. Every Member 
(both Representatives and Senators) should 
be visited and polled as to his vote. The 
Washington Office will definitely need to 
know how each Member will vote. 

Senate action will start immediately after 
the House Floor vote. The Senate Com- 


mittee, under Senator Hill’s leadership, 
will move at once after the House votes. 


These Are the Next Steps for the Bill 

1. House Rules Committee for a “rule.” 
The “rule” states the number of hours for 
debating the bill and whether amendments 
may be attached to the bill from the Floor. 

2. House Floor for a vote. 

3. Senate Labor and Public Welfare 
Committee for a favorable vote. 

4. Senate Floor for a vote. 


What Should Be Done Now 

1. Be sure to visit with your Represen- 
tative and Senators while they are in the 
State. Have influential citizens and repre- 
sentatives of organizations to call upon 
them too, stressing the importance of their 
favorable votes for the bill. Should you 
need additional materials on the bill, re- 
quest them from the ALA Washington Of- 
fice. 

2. If your Representative is a Member 
of the House Rules Committee,* your re- 
sponsibility is twofold since the members 
of that Committee hold the key to House 
Floor Action. 

*The names of the members of the House Rules 


Committee can be found in the latest edition of 
the Congressional Directory 


Standards of Service for A Modern Library* 


The public library exists for the citizen. 
The citizen in a free, democratic society 
should have the opportunity to: 
Continue his education through his life- 
time 
Become a better citizen 
Improve his occupational ability 
Keep informed on progress in the fields 
of knowledge 
Develop his creative and spiritual capaci- 
ties 
Develop his power of appreciation 
Use his leisure time well 
Contribute to the growth of knowledge 
The library, in its obligation to the citizen, 
should be able to provide: 
Materials for home use 
Information materials and service 
Support of group cultural and educa- 
tional efforts 
Bibliographic guidance to obtain wanted 
materials 
Instruction in the use of libraries 
Stimulation to read® 
To do this, the library system would need: 
Extensive coverage of subject materials 
Extensive sources of information 
Representative collections of standard 
works 
Materials for group use 
Information on the locality 
Audio-visual materials to supplement 
printed materials 


Publications in foreign languages where 

needed 
To make such materials effective, the or- 

ganization of a library system should 
include: 

Provision for adults 

Provision for children and young people 

Distribution centers or outlets convenient 
to readers 

Administration of large libraries and 
smaller distribution outlets 

Centralization of technical processes for 
efficiency and economy and to relieve 
the local outlets’ staffs of routine work. 
(Such co-operative efforts should be 
worked out as practical in the given 
situation.) 

Constant awareness of the expressed and 
potential needs of readers 

Local responsibility for and interest in 
the community outlet as an institution 
serving its readers; but with 

Strength derived from the community 
outlet’s relations with a library system 
which can supply richer resources. 

Sufficient staff of appropriate capacities 
to make the resources of the entire 
system richly serve the reader 


*Based on California Public Library Standards 
Workshop, Public Libraries Service Standards for 
California, 1953, and printed with the permission 
of the California State Library and the California 
Library Association. 
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Library Development Committee 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8, 1955 


A steering committee of the LDC met 
on Wednesday, June Sth, at the Free Li- 
brary of Philadelphia. Present were: Emer- 
son Greenaway, Ethel M. Fair, Ernest 
Doerschuk, Daniel Healey, Katharine B. 
Shorey, Helen D. Hutchinson, Mrs. May 
V. K. Valencik, and Donald A. Riech- 
mann. Mrs. John Daub, Mr. Lester Stof- 
fel, and Mr. Ralph McComb were unable 
to be present. 


The organization of the committee for 
1955-56 was discussed, and a plan pro- 
posed and presented to President-elect 
Doerschuk. 


Two temporary subcommittees were ap- 
pointed. 


Library Service Bill—to prepare a state 
plan for Pennsylvania 
Katharine B. Shorey, Chairman 
Daniel Healey 
Nell B. Stevens 
Dawes Markwell 
Redistricting of PLA Regional Groups 
Ralph W. McComb, Chairman 
Charlot Fleck 
Gilmere Warner 
Lester Stoffel 
To carry out the recommendations of 
the State University Workshop, the follow- 
ing plan was approved: (1) The State Uni- 
versity representatives are to consult with 
PLA District Chairman, giving a report of 
the workshop; (2) Together they will then 
select others to meet with them, or hold 
general membership meetings or work- 
shops, to discuss the problems of future 
planning and action; (3) Trustees are to 
be contacted and brought into the group. 


Form or type of meeting is left in the 
hands of each regional group. However, 
reports on proposals and answers to the 
following questions should be determined 
by the people of each region and forwarded 
by the Chairman to Emerson Greenaway 
by September 15th, or earlier. 


1. Should the geographical area of your 
District be changed? If so, how? 


2. If each county received its full quota 

of tax funds allowed by law 

a. how much would your county re- 
ceive on the levy of a 2 mill tax on 
the assessed valuation of 1952, as 
given in the 1953-54 “Pennsylvania 
Manual’? 

b. How much would your county re- 
ceive on the school District levy of 
1 mill tax on the 1952 valuation. 

c. How much are you now receiving 
fram a? from b? 
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. Will each library check its holdings 
against the folowing lists: 

a. “Notable Books of 1954” (ALA 
Booklist, March 1, 1955, p. 274) 

b. “Interesting Adult Books of 1954 
for Young People” (ALA Booklist, 
April 1, 1955, p. 321) 

c. “Distinguished Children’s Books of 
1954” (ALA Booklist, April 1, 
1955, p. 322) 


4. How many libraries in the district de- 
signate the Public Libraries Division, 
when paying ALA membership dues, 
and receive the official division pub- 
lication “Public Libraries’? 


5. What do you expect of the State Li- 
brary and the Extension Division? 

6. What areas do you think the Library 
Development Committee should em- 
phasize in its future planning and ac- 
tivity? Check those in the following 
list which you feel are urgent, and 
double check the one that should re- 
ceive first attention: 

. State Library 

. Certification 

. Standards of service 

. Larger units of service through co- 

operation and combined activities 

e. State aid 

f. (others) 

The Wednesday meeting prior to PLA 
in Reading, October 19th, will be held in 
the evening of that day, and may possibly 
inciude a dinner session. At this time 
wider membership participation will be 
possible in discussing problems that face 
us and the plans we have for the future. 
Representatives, including trustees, should 
be present from each district. Will each 
district chairman please send in with their 
report a list of the names of all persons 
who will attend this meeting. The follow- 
ing are suggested for the program: Julia 
Bennett, ALA Washington Office; Mrs. 
Harvey W. Woeckner, President, Trustees 
Section; Daniel Healey and another librar- 
ian to discuss past action and future plans; 
and Emerson Greenaway to speak for the 


LDC. 


[oul eile ms’) 


NEWS NOTES 

D. Fenton Adams, Acting Dean, Dickin- 
son School of Law, Carlisle has announced 
the appointment of Gerald M. Stevenson, 
Jr., to the faculty of the Dickinson School 
of Law. 

Mr. Stevenson, formerly of Kent, Ohio, 
will assume his duties as Librarian on 
September 1, 1955. 

He holds a B.A. and M.A. degree from 
Kent State University. He has done addi- 
tional graduate work at Kent State Univer- 
sity and the University of Pennsylvania. 
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Mr. Stevenson is a veteran of World 
War II. His 38 months of service was 
equally divided between duty as weather 
observer in the United States and as a 
radar repairman in the South Pacific. 

He recently resigned from the faculty of 
Dickinson College where he served for five 
years as Reference Librarian with the rank 
of Assistant Professor and as Golf Coach. 

He is a member of Alpha Delta Phi, 
Kappa Mu Kappa, Beta Kappa Theta, the 
American Association of University Profes- 
sors and the American Library Association. 
In addition, he currently served as Secre- 
tary of the College and Reference Section 
of the Pennsylvania Library Association 
and as Chairman of the membership sub- 
committee of the same association. 

* * * * 


The appointment of Margaret L. Zenk as 
director of technical services for the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh Library has been an- 
nounced by Miss Lorena Garloch, Univer- 
sity Librarian. 

Miss Zenk comes to the Pitt Library from 
the Public Library of Youngstown and 
Mahoning County where she has been a 
staff member since 1933 serving as library 
assistant, branch librarian, circulation head, 
catalogue head and most recently as direc- 
tor of order and catalog department. 

A native of Youngstown, Ohio, Miss 
Zenk attended Capital University, Colum- 
bus, Ohio, and is a graduate of Carnegie 
Institute of Technology Library School. 

* * *” * 


Dr. Ralph A. Fritz, Director of Library 
Education, State Teachers College, Kutz- 
town, for the past ten years retired as of 
June 1, 1955. His present address is Visit- 
ing Associate Professor of Library Science, 
Kansas State Teachers College, Emporia, 
Kansas. 

* * * * 


The State Teachers College, Kutztown, 
reports the following positions accepted by 
1955 graduates: Nan Hart—High School, 
Johnsville; Marilynn Kershner — High 
School, Quakertown; Carole M. Koons— 
High School, New Cumberland; Mrs. 
Louise Siegfried Owen — High School, 
Hokendauqua; Ann Tyson—High School, 
Mechanicsburg; Audrey Wolfinger—Ne- 
shaminy Joint Schools, Langhorne. 


* * * * 


Pennsylvania librarians are urged to rec- 
ognize the significance of the Tenth Anni- 
versary of the founding of the United Na- 
tions to be celebrated this fall. Posters, 
book exhibits, bibliographies, radio and 
television time relative to the UN are a 
few of the suggested means of calling at- 
tention to this occasion. 
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District Meetings 


The Northeastern Pennsylvania _Li- 
brary Association held its Spring Confer- 
ence on Saturday, April 30, 1955, at King’s 
College, Wilkes-Barre, with approximately 
70 people in attendance. Isabel Huston, 
president, presided. The morning program 
included a business meeting, talks by Lester 
Stoffel, president cf PLA, and Charlot 
Fleck, assistant extension librarian. The 
Columbia University Bicentennial film, 
‘Freedom to Read” was shown and dis- 
cussed. In the afternoon the public librar- 
ians met in the Osterhout Free Library 
Auditorium to hear Grace Estes speak on 
the “New Auditorium and its Uses.” Bea- 
triz Tavana from Rosaria, Argentina, spoke 
on “The Program for Public Libraries 
Under the ALA State Department Special- 
ist Program.” 

The College and Reference Section re- 
mained at King’s College for their meet- 
ing. Mrs. Nada Vujica was chairman. 
The speakers were: Mary Barrett, “Archives 
in the College Library,” and Josephine 
Pedigo, “Local History and the Public Li- 
brary.” 

The following were elected: President, 
Zlata Tuhy; Vice-President, George Ermel; 
Secretary-Treasurer, Marianne McTighe; 
and College and Reference Section Chair- 
man, Mrs. Virginia Sullivan. 

* * * * 


The annual meeting of the Central 
Section of the College and Reference 
Division of the PLA was held on the 
campus of the Susquehanna University, 
Selinsgrove, April 23rd, with 25 in attend- 
ance. Hilda G. Kolpin, University librar- 
ian, served as chairman. 

Registration was followed by a coffee 
hour and welcome from Dr. G. Morris 
Smith, president of Susquehanna Univer- 
sity. Dr. Ralph A. Fritz, director, Library 
Education, Kutztown State Teachers Col- 
lege, spoke on “Is There a Place for Paper- 
bound Books in College and Public Li- 
braries”; Alfred Fenton, Bucknell Univer- 
sity, spoke on “Friends of the Library”; 
and Dr. Gilmore Warner, State Teachers 
College, Lock Haven, and the Reverend 
Vincent Negherbon, T.O.R., St. Francis 
College, Loretto, discussed “Evaluation of 
the Most Recent Reference Books.” 

Following luncheon in the college dining 
room and a tour of the campus, the group 
attended a literary tea given by the Uni- 
versity for Dr. and Mrs. Carl Carmer. 
Dr. Carmer autographed copies of his 
book The Susquehanna. 

<a 

The Lehigh Valley District Library As- 

sociation of the PLA, under the Chairman- 
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ship of Mrs. Mary Ellen Lewis, met at 
State Teachers College, Kutztown, on May 
6th. There were 105 present, including a 
number of college and high school stu 
dents. President Stoffel and Charlot Fleck, 
State Library Extension Division, were in 
attendance. At a morning coffee hour 
Mrs. Lillian Budd, author of April Snow, 
Allienne DeChant, editor Kutztown Patriot 
and author of Of the Dutch I Sing and 
Out Oley Way; and W. Edmund Claus- 
sen, author of ten historical western novels, 
were special guests and greeted those in 
attendance. 


During the morning session Mrs. May 
V. K. Valencik, Allentown Free Library, 
was moderator of a panel which con- 
sidered the topic: “What We Expect of 
the Libraries of Our Communities.” Mem- 
bers of the panel were Raymond Kaiser, 
Albright College; Barbara Shelly, Cedar 
Chest College; Sara Ann Snyder, president, 
Teen-Age Library Association, Lehighton 
High School; and Marie Cohen, vice-presi- 
dent, Teen Age Library Asseciation, Strouds- 
burg High School. Ruth Bonner and 
Claire Ward, State Teachers College, Kutz- 
town, presented “News and Views of Re- 
cent Books,” and Aurie Dunlap, Lehigh 
University professor, was the luncheon 
speaker on “What’s Ahead in Soviet- 
American Relations.” 


In the afternoon there was a tour of 
the campus followed by a business meet- 
ing at which the following officers were 
elected: Chairman, Jean P. Wesner, Beth- 
lehem Steel Company; Secretary, Cora- 
ellen Anthony, Allentown Free Library; 
and Treasurer, Mrs. Jane S. Moyer, Easton 
Public Library. The group was invited to 
meet at Bethlehem Steel next year. 


* * * * 


The annual meeting of the Juniata- 
Conemaugh District of the PLA was held 
in Somerset, at the Mary S. Biesecker Pub- 
lic Library, April 23rd. There are nine 
counties in this district and seven of 
them were represented at the meeting. It 
was a very beautiful day and. about forty 
people were present, including three state 
representatives and nine trustees. The 
business was completed at the morning 
session. Luncheon was served in Old 
Baer House. 


Marie Davis, director of Public Relations, 
Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh, spoke on 
“Public Relations in the Library.” It was 
an inspirational talk boiled down to “The 
Golden Rule with a deep sense of re- 
sponsibility.” 

Officers for the following year were 
elected and the new chairman, Mrs. Cath- 
erine Bard, invited the District to hold its 
meeting next year in Huntingdon. 








The South Central Chapter of the 
PLA met on May 7th in the Lancaster Free 
Public Library. Preceding the meeting a 
coffee hour was held in the library’s staff 
room. 

Laura E. Buller, assistant librarian, State 
Teachers College, Millersville, was chair- 
man of the meeting. The morning session 
was devoted to a panel discussion on “Re- 
cent Reference and General Interest Ma- 
terial on Pennsylvania.” Eleanor G. King, 
librarian, Milton Hershey High School, was 
moderator. Panel members were: Dr. H. 
M. J. Klein, professor emeritus, History 
and Archeology, Franklin and Marshall 
College, Lancaster; William A. Hunter, re- 
search assistant, Pennsylvania Historical 
and Museum Commission, Harrisburg; and 
J. M. Sheads, professor of History, Gettys- 
burg High School. 

Dr. Carl W. Dreppard, author and cura- 
tor, Pennsylvania Farm Museum, Landis 
Valley, was the speaker at the luncheon 
session. 

The following officers were elected: 
Chairman, Esther Strickland, Harrisburg 
Public Library; Vice Chairman and Chair- 
man-elect, Elinor Harsh, county librarian, 
Lancaster Free Public Library; and Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, Susan Wentz, librarian, Get- 
tysburg High School. 


+ * * * 


Almost nine hundred people attended 
the final session of the Tenth Annual 
Eastern Pennsylvania Conference for 
School Librarians held April 1st and 2nd 
at the State Teachers College, Millersville, 
Pennsylvania. Pearl Buck spoke on the 
subject “Backgrounds for Formosa.” The 
talk followed by a stimulating question 
period contributed to the conference theme 
which was “Critical Thinking Among Stu- 
dents: a Responsibility of the School Li- 
brarian.” 

Since free discussion is vital to critical 
thinking three programs of this type were 
held. Six students from as many nearby 


high schools reviewed recent adult books 
suitable for teen-agers and discussed them 
with senior library education students. A 
second program used eight other students 
from local high schools as discussants. 
Jay Royen, Publicity Director, N.B.C., 
Washington, D. C., and Member of the 
staff of Youth Wants to Know, led these 
boys and girls in a critical evaluation of 
Denis Brogan’s book, “Politics in Amer- 
ica.” In the third program, of which Mrs. 
Marian Ranck Gerhart, Laboratory School 
Librarian at Millersville, was chairman, 
Mrs. Laura Kready Landis, Librarian, Up- 
per Leacock High School, Leola, Pennsyl- 
vania, and Miss Marion Hoch, Librarian, 
High School, Manhasset, New York, told 
of activities involving critical thinking in 
their school libraries. Mrs. Landis pre- 
sented facts about the Library Council 
which decides about, and plans for the 
functioning of that library; Miss Hoch told 
of the Reading Club which reads, discusses 
books read, and in the case of drama, goes 
to see the plays, and evaluates the per- 
formance in the light of the play as writ- 
ten. Miss Hoch brought a student with 
her, Miss Mary Maslon, to give greater de- 
tails of the group’s doings, and also a tape 
recording of one discussion. 


Miss Helen A. Ganser, former Librarian 
and Director of Library Education at Mil- 
lersville, gave a delightful talk about the 
beginnings of Library Education in the 
State Teachers Colleges of Pennsylvania; 
and Dr. Leland Jacobs of Teachers College, 
Columbia University, presented a humor- 
ously significant lecture showing how to 
interest children and young people in 


poetry, entitled, “Pegasus Rides Again.’ 


This annual conference, primarily for 
school librarians, is sponsored and planned 
by the State Teachers Colleges of Kutz- 
town and Millersville on alternate years. 

Coral E. Melson 
Librarian 
Dirctor of Library Education 





both day and evening classes. 





Trin to be A LIBRARY AIDE 


The Community College of Temple University offers at its Cedar- 
brook Center a two-year curriculum in Library Technology with 


Courses are designed to train Library aides on a sub-professional 
level and the Degree of Associate in Arts will be awarded to grad- 
uates. For further information write or telephone: 


The Community College of 


TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 


Cheltenham Ave. and Sedgwick St. Phila. 19, Pa. Livingston 8-8100 
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Report of the Nominating Committee, College 
and Reference Sction 


SECRETARY: 
Mrs. Ruth T. Wallace 
Head Cataicger 
University of Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh 
Helen E. Rilling 
Erie Public Library 


The Nominating Committee ap- 
pointed to select officers for the Sec- 
tion, to be voted on at the annual 
business meeting, has the honor of 
submitting the following report: 
CHAIRMAN: 

Ruth Martin, Librarian 


State Teachers College 

East Stroudsburg, to become 
Chairman fellowing the 1955 
Reading Conference, upon com- 
pletion of her term as Vice- 
Chairman and Chairman-elect. 


Ralph A. Fritz 
State Teachers College 
Kutztown 

Lorena A. Garloch 
University of Pittsburgh 
Chairman 


VicE-CHAIRMAN 
& CHAIRMAN-ELECT: s 2 s * 
John S. Davidson, Librarian 
Muhlenburg College PATRONIZE 
OUR ADVERTISERS 


Allentown 
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Time is a precious commodity today, especially so in libraries. Many librarians 
have been concerned because REBINDING has taken so long and deliveries 
have been uncertain. 

If you are concerned because of slow deliveries we can solve your problem at 
once. 

Heckman Bindery maintains 28 day service with pickup and delivery to all 
libraries located on our truck routes. 21 day service is given on orders shipped 
in to Heckman. 

Quality binding doesn't take forever when you send your work to Heckman. 
Write or call us today and see what scheduled deliveries can accomplish for 
your library. 


PHONE 615, NORTH MANCHESTER 
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Your Library Plan needs 


RULING PEN....MORTAR.....AND TL 












Wilmette Public Library, Wilmette, Illinois 
T TAKES ruling pen and mortar to design and 
build a library. But, to make it live as an 
exciting land of reading adventure the plan must 
be generously sprinkled with TLC. 


his Wilmette Public Library children’s room, as well as the adult areas, received just such 
yoted personal care from Remington Rand’s Library Bureau, in cooperation with the librar- 
b and architect. Details were planned to encourage greater adventures in the world 
wks. Miss Helen Siniff, librarian, says with pride, “Our library is attractive and inviting. | 
nk this accounts in large measure for our high circulation.” 


hality LB products, 75 years of unmatched experience in library planning, and the personal 





fvice of an LB specialist are available to you. 


yEhandbook ‘Planning The Public Library,’ LB643 Rev. 1, has ideas you can 
. If you earnestly plan a living library in your community, write us now. 


l physician’s age-old child care prescription—Tender Loving Care. 


900 Market Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 
1624 Locust Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
Ferry at Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 
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